
The Illuminating Journey of William Blake's
Jerusalem: Exploring the Mysteries of Divine
Creation
Jerusalem, the eternal city that has captivated the imagination of poets,
artists, and thinkers throughout history. Its rich tapestry of culture,
spirituality, and history has inspired countless masterpieces, one of which is
William Blake's enigmatic and extraordinary poem, Jerusalem. In this
profound work, Blake unveils a world of heavenly visions, profound
philosophy, and spiritual awakening. Join us on an illuminating journey as
we delve into the depths of Blake's Jerusalem, uncovering the secrets and
symbolism that make this masterpiece so captivating.

The Genesis of Jerusalem

Before we embark on our exploration of Jerusalem, let us first understand
the mind behind this extraordinary work. William Blake, a visionary poet
and painter, was not merely an artist but a divine channel through which
otherworldly insights found expression. Born in 1757, Blake experienced a
tumultuous life, filled with personal struggles and societal challenges.
However, his intense spirituality and profound belief in the power of
imagination propelled him to create works that transcended the confines of
human perception.

Jerusalem, a book of mystical visions, was written between 1804 and 1820,
a period of immense creativity for Blake. Inspired by the political and social
unrest of his time, Blake sought to articulate a vision of divine creation that
could unite humanity and transcend material limitations. Through the



medium of poetry, engraving, and painting, Blake wove a tapestry of words
and images that delved into the deepest recesses of the human soul.
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Unveiling the Symbolism

Jerusalem, as a literary and visual masterpiece, is replete with symbolism
and metaphors that reveal a profound cosmology. At its core, Jerusalem
explores the struggle between the forces of reason and imagination, the
material world and the spiritual realm, and the limitations of the human
condition versus the boundless possibilities of divinity. The poem's
structure, comprising four books, forms a metaphorical journey from a
fallen, corrupted world back to an idyllic state of harmony and spiritual
enlightenment.

One of the most prominent symbols in Jerusalem is the figure of Albion, a
composite archetype representing not only England but also humanity as a
whole. Albion undergoes a transformative journey throughout the poem,
from a state of spiritual decay and fragmentation to a reawakening of divine
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potential. This journey parallels Blake's belief in the potential for humanity
to transcend its current suffering and embrace a higher state of
consciousness.

The city of Jerusalem itself serves as a potent symbol in Blake's work. It
represents not only a physical place but also an archetypal embodiment of
spiritual purification and redemption. Blake's Jerusalem is not limited to a
specific location but exists as a transcendent reality accessible to all who
dare to explore the depths of their imagination. It is a realm where divine
creation and earthly existence converge, where the limitations of the
material world are dissolved in the light of spiritual revelation.

The Divine Vision

Jerusalem is not just a poem - it is a portal into the divine realms. Blake's
visionary experiences, often accompanied by spiritual beings and celestial
beings, imbue the poem with a sense of otherworldly power. One of the
most famous passages in Jerusalem, known as the "Mental Fight,"
encapsulates Blake's radical belief in the power of individual imagination to
reshape the world. In this section, the speaker implores humanity to break
free from the oppressive chains of reason and embrace the boundless
potential of visionary inspiration, stating:

“"I must Create a System, or be enslav'd by another Man's. I
will not Reason & Compare: my business is to Create."”

This powerful message reverberates throughout the poem, inviting readers
to question their own perceptions and embrace the transformative power of



imagination. Blake believed that each individual possessed a spark of
divine creativity, and it is through the cultivation of this creative spirit that
one could attain spiritual liberation.

The Legacy of Jerusalem

William Blake's Jerusalem has left an indelible mark on the literary and
artistic landscape, provoking contemplation and inspiring generations of
thinkers. Its fusion of poetry, art, and philosophy created a medium through
which individuals could transcend the limitations of reality and glimpse the
infinite possibilities of the divine. Blake's vision extends beyond the
confines of his era, resonating with contemporary readers who seek to
break free from societal constraints and embrace a deeper, more profound
understanding of existence.

, Jerusalem is not merely a poem; it is a cosmic voyage into the realms of
divine creation. Its poetic verses, intricate engravings, and mystical
symbolism offer a profound exploration of the human spirit and its potential
for transcendence. Through Blake's Jerusalem, we are reminded of the
power of imagination, the importance of spiritual awakening, and the
eternal longing for a harmonious union between the material world and the
divine.

Embark on this journey into the mystical realms of William Blake's
Jerusalem, and be prepared to have your perceptions shattered and your
spirit uplifted by the ineffable beauty and wisdom that awaits.
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The poem was inspired by the apocryphal story that a young Jesus,
accompanied by his uncle Joseph of Arimathea, a tin merchant, travelled to
what is now England and visited Glastonbury during the unknown years of
Jesus. The legend is linked to an idea in the Book of Revelation describing
a Second Coming, wherein Jesus establishes a new Jerusalem. The
Christian Church in general, and the English Church in particular, has long
used Jerusalem as a metaphor for Heaven, a place of universal love and
peace. In the most common interpretation of the poem, Blake implies that a
visit by Jesus would briefly create heaven in England, in contrast to the
"dark Satanic Mills" of the Industrial Revolution. Blake's poem asks
questions rather than asserting the historical truth of Christ's visit. Thus the
poem merely implies that there may, or may not, have been a divine visit,
when there was briefly heaven in England.
William Blake (1757 – 1827) was a British poet, painter, visionary mystic,
and engraver, who illustrated and printed his own books. Blake proclaimed
the supremacy of the imagination over the rationalism and materialism of
the 18th-century. Largely unrecognised during his lifetime, Blake is now
considered a seminal figure in the history of both the poetry and visual arts
of the Romantic Age.
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